THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

QB Gerry Bohanon once thought he’d never play
again. Now, he is the risk worth taking for BYU.

South Florida transfer is
ompeting for starting
role with Cougars

By KEVIN REYNOLDS
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Chicago Bulls guard Zach LaVine is a two-
time NBA, All-Star.
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Doctors put him on a |
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Even in his lowest moments
prior. Bohanon never questioned
ad the physical tools. When
t to Baylor as a four-star re
ruit, he was usedalmost immedi
ately as a runner. He appeared in
10 games as 3 sophomore and ac
counted for five touchdowns in
the Bears i1-win campaign. By
his foarth year, head coach D
Aranda handed him the kes

JOHN RAGUX

Former South Florida quarterback Gerry Bohanon looks for a receiver against Florida on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2022,
in Gainesville, fla. Bohanon is in the running for BYU's starting job this fall.

he won a Big 12 title.

When Aranda came to him a
year later and said he was giv-
ing the job to freshman quarter-
back Blake Shapen, it stung. But it
wasn't for a lack of talent. USF gob-
bled him up and was ready to win

But after his injury, all of that
felt like 1t was over.

“In the moment, you d re
ally see it. You're like, ‘Why (‘ln*
this feel this way?™ he said. “ just
wanted to feel normal after this
much time.”

Why would BYU
take a risk?

Roderick and the offensive staff’
didn't go into the last transfer win
dow dead set on taking a quarter-
back.

Whereas in 2022, when Roder-
ick went through at Jeast 25 names
in the portal before landing on for-
mer starter Kedon Slovis, this time
t was only a coaple

“Tt wasn't a lot.” Roderick said.
“We were Jooking for the right fit."

And while Bohanon's health was
a risk, it makes more sense in con
text

BYU's offense wasnt Big 12
ready in 2023, The running game

[11

Fie understood nothing was
going to be handed to him.
This was going to be a battle.
You have to win the spot.”

KALANI SITAKE
BYUhead coach, o1 QB Gerry Bohanon

was atrocious and the quarter-

ay, for the most part, under-
achieved. Slovis struggled to move
the ball before he got hurt. Retzlaff
came in for the final four games
an | showed flashes, but was turn-
over prone. Against Oklahoma, he
threw a 99-yard pick-six that cost
BYU a program-altering win and a
shot at the postseason.

This offseason, BYU couldn’t
gift Retzlaff the job and expect to
get better.

And Bohanon checked plenty of
boxes, He'd taken care of the ball.
He had Big 12 experience. He ran
a similar offense at Baylor. The
Bears offensive coordinator, Jeff
Grimes, used to work at BYU with
Roderick

1t’s similar.” Roderick said
ome verbiage stuff that is differ-
ent”

Plus, head
liked the culture fit. He saw a play-
er with a “different perspective”™
now that he'd been away. This was
a more mature quarterback than
the one BYU recruited two years
before when he left Bavor.

At one of BYU's final spring
practices, Bohanon stepped intoa
throw in the indoor practice facil-
ity and it sailed over the receivers’
head. It was incomplete by a few
feet but it flew 60 yards in the air.
Internally. Bohanon couldnt have
been hay

Five < before. maybe even
a few weeks before. he wouldn't
have had the strength to make
that throw. Now. it is starting to

ther he will get to
ame next vear, that is

You have to win
the spot. 1 don't know who is go
ing to be our starting quarterback
1 have no id ho that is going to

ing to be a battle

Justhappy to have the oppertunity.

WIKE STEWANT GERALD MERRENT
MM—CTmek.m New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon
time NBA All-Star. Ingram is a versatile scorer.
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